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Homicides in the Lower San Antonio© 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The number of homicides committed in Oakland increased by one incident between 2002 and 2003 
before decreasing substantially between 2003 and 2004.  The Lower San Antonio1 neighborhood 
experienced declines in the number of homicides in each of the three years studied. The declines 
have been attributed, in part, to the Oakland Police Department’s Violence Reduction Plan launched 
in October 2003, greater collaboration between local and state law enforcement agencies, and 
increased community involvement in violence prevention activities. A complete Oakland homicide 
report, “An Analysis of Homicides in Oakland, 2002, 2003 and 2004” can be downloaded from the 
Urban Strategies website: www.urbanstrategies.org or InfoOakland website at www.infoOakland.org. 
 
This report focuses on the Lower San Antonio (LSA) neighborhood and is the first in a series of 
reports that will analyze homicides in Oakland at the neighborhood level.  Annual data for 2002, 2003, 
and 2004 are represented in tables and figures to track annual changes in the number of homicides.  
In addition, specific characteristics of the homicides, such as victim demographics, are presented for 
2004 data.  
 

MOST COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF 2004 OAKLAND HOMICIDES   

We first present data on common characteristics of 2004 Oakland homicides to provide a context for 
reviewing homicides in the Lower San Antonio.  The table below summarizes the most common 
characteristics of Oakland homicides in 2004. The reader should note that these characteristics do not 
describe all—and in some cases not even the majority—of Oakland homicides. 

Table 1. Most Common Characteristics of Oakland Homicides, 2004 

Most Common 
Characteristic

Percent 
of Total

Victim
Gender Male 85%
Race Black 77%
Age (Years) 25 to 34 32%
Probation/Parole Status On Neither 64%

Suspect
Gender Male 84%
Race Black 84%
Age (Years) 18 to 25 26%
Probation/Parole Status On Neither 73%

Time, Location and Method
Month May/December 16%
Time of Day 10pm - 6am 55%
City Council District District 7 34%
Neighborhood Elmhurst 34%
Police Beat 06X 9%
Method Gunshot 73%  

                                                 
1 The “Lower San Antonio”  as referred to in this report and outlined in the maps is the target area for the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation’s ten-city Making Connection Initiative.  The initiative focuses on family strengthening and neighborhood 
development. For more information on Making Connections Oakland, please visit their website at 
http://www.urbanstrategies.org/LSA/index.html. 
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Map of Location of Homicides in the Lower San Antonio (LSA) 

This LSA analysis first presents a map of the location of homicides, followed by the data in table 
format, and then highlights particularly noteworthy findings. Charts and maps are utilized to view the 
data from different perspectives.  The highlights are just a portion of the findings and, thus, we 
encourage you to take a deeper look at the tables for other important results. 
 
 

 
* See full-size map in Appendix A.  
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I. THREE-YEAR HOMICIDE TRENDS IN THE LSA 

Table 2: Total Homicides: LSA and Oakland 

  Total Homicides Annual Percent Change 

Total 
Percent 
Change 

  2002 2003 2004 2002-2003 2003-2004 2002-2004 
              
The Lower San Antonio 13 10 7 -23 -30 -46 
City of Oakland 113 114 88 1 -23 -22 
              

 
The LSA 

·  There were a total of 7 homicides in the LSA in 2004, a decrease from 10 homicides in 2003 
and 13 homicides in 2002. 

·  Homicides in the LSA decreased 30% from 2003-2004 and 23% from 2002-2003. In total, 
homicides decreased 46% during the three-year period, 2002-2004. 

 
The LSA and Oakland 

·  Homicides in the LSA fell more rapidly than in the City of Oakland in 2003 and 2004. 
·  While homicides in the LSA decreased 23% from 2002-2003, homicides in Oakland increased 

by 1%. 
·  Homicides in both the LSA and Oakland decreased substantially from 2003-2004. 
·  However, homicides in the LSA decreased by a greater percentage (30%), compared to 

Oakland (24%), between 2003 and 2004. 

  Figure 2a. Total Homicides in the LSA, 2002-2004 
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                  Figure 2b. Total Homicides in Oakland, 2002-2004  
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II. LSA SHARE OF HOMICIDES 

 
 

Table 3: LSA Share of Total Homicides in Oakland 

  Share of Total Homicides in Oakland 
  2002 2003 2004 
        
The Lower San Antonio 12 percent 9 percent 8 percent 
        

 
 
 

·  LSA homicides in 2004 comprised 8% of total homicides in Oakland, down from 9% in 2003 
and 12% in 2004. 

·  The raw number of homicides decreased in the LSA from 2003-2004. 
 
 
 

                           Figure 3. LSA Share of Total Homicides in Oakland 

8%9%12%

92%91%88%

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

2002 2003 2004

Year

P
e

rc
e

nt
 o

f 
A

n
nu

a
l T

o
ta

l

Rest of Oakland

LSA

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



��

�� 5 
© Urban Strategies Council, March 10, 2005                                                                                                                            
 

III. CHARACTERISTICS OF VICTIMS 

Table 4: 2004 LSA Homicide Victim Characteristics 

Victim Age (years) Sex  Race 
        
1 1 F Black 
2 18 M Black 
3 34 F Black 
4 18 M Black 
5 24 M Black 
6 28 M Black 
7 33 M Black 

 
·  All of the victims in the LSA were under 35 years of age. 
·  Three victims were between 18-24 years; another three between 25-34 years; and one victim 

was one year old. 
·  The majority of the victims in the LSA were male; five were male and the remaining two were 

female. 
·  All of the victims in the LSA were Black. 

 
 
IV. TIME AND LOCATION OF HOMICIDES  

Table 5: 2004 LSA Homicide Location Characteristics 

Homicide 
Hour of 

Homicide 
Month of 
Homicide 

Police 
Beat  PSA 

Council 
District 

            
1 4:00 PM February 17y 3 2 
2 10:00 PM March 18x 3 5 
3 10:00 AM June 20x 4 5 
4 12:00 AM August 21x 4 5 
5 2:00 AM August 19x 3 2 
6 11:00 PM August 17x 3 2 
7 3:00 AM September 21x 4 5 

 
 

·  Almost all of the homicides (6 of the 7) took place between 10:00 PM and 5:59 AM. 
·  Three homicides took place between 8:00 PM and 11:59 PM; another three between 12:00 

AM and 3:59 AM; and the last one took place in the 4:00 PM hour. 
·  The largest share of homicides in the LSA took place towards the end of the summer in the 

months of August and September. 
·  The LSA homicides occurred in Police Service Areas 3, and 4, with the largest share 

occurring in Police Service Area 3. 
·  The LSA homicides took place in Council Districts 2 and 5, with three homicides taking 

place in District 2 and four homicides taking place in District 5.  
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Appendix A: Map of 2003 and 2004 Homicides in the LSA 
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Appendix B: Map of 2003 and 2004 Homicides in the LSA by Police Beat 

 

 
 
 



��

�� 8 
© Urban Strategies Council, March 10, 2005                                                                                                                            
 

Appendix C: Map of 2003 and 2004 Homicides in the LSA by Police Service Area 

 
 
 
 



��

�� 9 
© Urban Strategies Council, March 10, 2005                                                                                                                            
 

Appendix D - Lower San Antonio Demographic Data 
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This table was prepared using the online resource of InfoOakland - www.InfoOakland.org 
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Sources 

Data for 2002 and 2003 were taken from the Oakland Tribune, “Oakland Homicide Victims, 2002,” 
chart, February 19, 2003; and “Oakland Homicide Victims, 2003,” chart, February 11, 2004. 

Data for 2004 were taken from the Oakland Police Department Homicide Section “Monthly Statistical 
Report,” December 2004 (2004 Year End Report).  

 


